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> Fellows’ News

Mark Sterling    
2014 AL Fellow

Mark Sterling has been named the inaugural 
Senior Fellow for The Project on Advanced 
Care and Health Policy, a collaboration be-
tween the Coalition to Transform Advanced 
Care (C-TAC) and the Petrie-Flom Center 
at Harvard Law School. This initiative is 
prompted by the fact that current health 
law policy and regulation, developed largely 
in a fee-for service environment with siloed 
providers, creates barriers that may impede 
widespread adoption of improved models 
of care for those with advanced illness. The 
project seeks to address this problem through 
policy and research that identify and analyze 
these barriers, and propose policy solutions 
that promote development and growth of suc-
cessful programs. Mark will be responsible for 

advancing the work of the Project, developing 
a robust policy and research agenda, planning 
public events, and serving as a resource to in-
terested members of the Harvard community.

Mark has also been appointed Chief Strategy 
Officer of C-TAC, a Washington, DC-based 
nonprofit alliance of over 130 national orga-
nizations dedicated to being a catalyst to 
change the health system and improve public 
policies in advanced illness care. 

Learn about The Project on Advanced Care 
and Health Policy here: http://petrieflom.law.
harvard.edu/research/advanced-care-and-
health-policy

Learn more about C-TAC here: http://www.
thectac.org 

Ronald Grais     
2014 AL Fellow

Ronald Grais received the 2016 Governor’s 
Volunteer Service Award from the Serve 
Illinois Commission recognizing his 33 years 
of service to Thresholds, a national commu-
nity mental health organization. The award 
honors individual volunteers throughout 
Illinois and highlights the importance of 
volunteerism and community service in the 
state. Ron was chosen from more than 200 
nominees in this category as one of five 
individuals over the age of 55 from around 

the state. He was the only winner from the 
Chicago area. As an advocate, fundraiser, 
thought leader, and real estate development 
guru, Ron has made an immeasurable 
impact on Thresholds and the mental health 
community in Illinois and across the United 
States. Since 1959, Thresholds has provided 
healthcare, housing and hope for thousands 
of persons with mental illnesses in Illinois 
each year.

Ron received the award this month at the Old 
State Capitol in Springfield, Illinois.

Torsten Thiele    
2014 AL Fellow

On April 6, Torsten Thiele spoke on the floor  
of the United Nations about conservation of 
the high seas as part of UN negotiations on 
the new Ocean Treaty. Global Ocean Trust, an 
organization founded by Thiele and dedicated 
to bringing new technologies, partnerships 
and sources of finance to conserve and 
sustain the ocean, received its 501c3 status 
and has been given membership into the 

High Seas Alliance. He has also been part 
of the International Union for Conservation 
of Nature (IUCN), dedicated to helping the 
world find pragmatic solutions to pressing 
environment and development challenges.

Learn more about Global Ocean Trust here: 
http://globaloceantrust.com/en/
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> Fellows’ News

Bob Whelan    
2009 AL Fellow

Bob Whelan was recently featured in the New 
York Times article, “Getting a Student Loan 
With Collateral From a Future Job,” which 
features Purdue University’s new option for 
some undergraduates to help finance their 
degrees by pledging to pay a percentage 
of their future incomes in return for funds 
today. As the chief executive of 13th Avenue 
Funding, a nonprofit company that ran a small 
pilot test of the income-sharing model with 
eleven students in California in 2012 and 2013, 
Bob is highlighted as a leading advocate of in-

come-sharing agreements as a way to spread 
risk and prevent students from being locked 
into dangerously high debt payments. 

Read the full article here: http://www.ny-
times.com/2016/04/09/business/dealbook/
getting-a-student-loan-with-collateral-from-a-
future-job.html?_r=0 

Learn more about 13th Avenue Funding here: 
http://www.13thavenuefunding.org 

ADVANCED LEADERSHIP NOMINATION INFORMATION 

NOMINATE TODAY:

https://harvardadvancedleadership.formstack.com/forms/nomination

DETAILED NOMINATION INFORMATION:

http://advancedleadership.harvard.edu/files/ali/files/2017_ali_nom_kit.pdf
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> Faculty News

Howard K. Koh, M.D.     
Professor of the Practice of Public Health Leadership 
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health                 

 

Professor Koh was recently interviewed by STAT for its 
“Pulse of Longwood” series, an inside exploration into 
one of the nation’s largest hubs of hospitals and bio-
medical research. STAT is a national publication focused 
on finding and telling compelling stories about health, 
medicine, and scientific discovery. Koh discusses what 
leader he most admires, the intense experiences that 
have helped him to become a great leader, the biggest 
challenges facing organ donation today, among other 
topics. 

Read the interview here: https://www.statnews.
com/2016/04/12/longwood-local-howard-koh-harvard/

Professor Reimers is the co-editor of the soon-to-be-re-
leased book, “Teaching and Learning for the Twenty-First 
Century,” alongside Connie Chung, research director of 
the Global Education Innovation Initiative at HGSE. This 
book describes how different nations have defined the core 
competencies and skills that young people will need in order 
to thrive in the twenty-first-century, and how those nations 
have fashioned educational policies and curricula meant to 
promote those skills. The book examines six countries—
Chile, China, India, Mexico, Singapore, and the United 
States—exploring how each one defines, supports, and cul-
tivates those competencies that students will need in order 
to succeed in the current century.

On May 9th from 4-6 pm the Global Education Innovation 
Initiative and the Gutman Library Distinguished Author 
Series will be co-hosting a presentation of the book. The 
presentation will include Professor Reimers and Connie 
Chung, and a discussion with Mitchell Chester, Paul Dakin, 
Thabiti Brown, Paul Reville. 

Learn more about the book here: http://hepg.org/hep-home/
books/teaching-and-learning-for-the-twenty-first-century 

RSVP for the presentation here: http://globaled.gse.harvard.
edu/convene

    

Ford Foundation Professor of Practice in International 
Education Director of the International Education Policy 
Program  and of the Global Education Innovation Initiative
Harvard Graduate School of Education 

Fernando M. Reimers 

Co-Chair, Advanced Leadership Initiative 

Co-Chair, Advanced Leadership Initiative 
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Message from the Chair and Director
The search for the 2017 Advanced Leadership Fellows at 
Harvard University is underway. Help us ensure that ALI 
continues to attract the most distinguished, highimpact 
Fellows. Connect us with top leaders interested in 
learning more about the Advanced Leadership program 
and fellowship year. The links below contain key 
facts about the Fellowship, Faculty leaders, Fellows 
to date, and an opportunity to nominate potential 
candidates. We hope you will keep this nomination 
information on file and refer candidates. If you would 
like hard copies of this nomination information, 
please contact any of the ALI staff at 617-496- 5479 or 
advancedleadershipselection@harvard.edu. 

Rosabeth Moss Kanter      
Chair and Director, Advanced Leadership Initiative   
Ernest L. Arbuckle Professor of Business Administration, 
Harvard Business School  
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COHORT CONNECTORS

2009 Cohort 
Shelly London 
Hansueli Maerki 
Bob Whelan

2010 Cohort 
Veronica Biggins 
Doug Rauch 
Rodney Slater

2011 Cohort 
Gwen Norton 
John Taysom 
David Weinstein

2012 Cohort 
Tony Clancy 
Anne Greenwood

2013 Cohort 
Eileen Odum 
Bill Plapinger

2014 Cohort 
Mary-Louise Cohen 
Ronald Grais

2015 Cohort 
Lauren States   
Ken Kelley

> Announcements

Find past issues of 
the ALI newsletter 
online:
http://advancedleader-
ship.harvard.edu/publi-
cations/newsletters/

Past AL Fellows and Partners, register now for the inaugural Advanced Leadership 
Coalition Conference and Cross-Cohort Exchange! Advanced Leadership invites you 
to return to Harvard, to reconnect with your peers, find common cause with those 
who have similar missions, and renew your energy while learning from distinguished 
speakers and highly successful advanced leaders. Gain insights for project success. 
Find or be sources of expertise. Explore new paths to greater impact in a supportive 
environment with a uniquely talented set of individuals. Ensure that your interests; 
cities, regions, and nations; and voice on issues are part of ALI’s next phase. 

For registration information, agenda, and more, please visit: http://advancedleader-
ship.harvard.edu/advanced-leadership-coalition-inaugural-conference 

LAST CHANCE TO REGISTER

MAY 

2016 Inaugural Advanced Leadership Coalition Conference and 
Cross-Cohort Exchange 
Wednesday, May 11, 10:00 am – Friday, May 13, 3:00 pm  
Harvard University, Cambridge, MA
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CHAIR AND DIRECTOR
Rosabeth Moss Kanter 
Ernest L. Arbuckle Professor of    
Business Administration 
Harvard Business School 
CO-CHAIR AND SENIOR ASSOCIATE 
DIRECTOR
James P. Honan 
Senior Lecturer on Education  
Co-Chair, Institute for Educational Management 
Harvard Graduate School of Education 
CO-CHAIRS
Iris Bohnet     
Professor of Public Policy    
Director, Women and Public Policy Program  
Harvard Kennedy School
Frank Dobbin     
Professor of Sociology     
Faculty of Arts and Sciences, Harvard University
Amy C. Edmondson    
Novartis Professor of Leadership and Management                                                                             
Harvard Business School
David Gergen     
Director of the Center for Public Leadership  
Public Service Professor of Public Leadership   
Harvard Kennedy School
Monica C. Higgins      
Kathleen McCartney Professor in   
Education Leadership    
Harvard Graduate School of Education

STAFF 
Jason Dyett, Managing Director 
Lisa A. Jones, Senior Director, Impact Development
John Kendzior, Fellowship Director
Ai-Ling Malone, Research Director 
Kyra Tobin, Program and Operations Manager
Julia Martyn-Shah, Fellowship Manager
Victoria Royal, Program Coordinator
Marna Rowe, Program Assistant 

William C. Kirby    
Harvard University Distinguished Service Professor  
Harvard Faculty of Arts & Sciences   
Harvard China Fund    
Harvard Business School
Howard K. Koh, M.D.     
Professor of the Practice of    
Public Health Leadership   
Harvard School of Public Health 
Charles J. Ogletree, Jr.    
Jesse Climenko Professor of Law   
Harvard Law School    
Executive Director, Charles Hamilton Houston 
Institute for Race & Justice
Fernando M. Reimers    
Ford Foundation Professor of International 
Education Director of the Global Education and 
International Education Policy Program  
Harvard Graduate School of Education
Forest Reinhardt    
John D. Black Professor of    
Business Administration    
Harvard Business School
Ronald S. Sullivan, Jr.     
Clinical Professor of Law    
Edward R. Johnson Lecturer on Law   
Director, Harvard Criminal Justice Institute  
Harvard Law School
Peter Brown Zimmerman     
Senior Associate Dean for Strategic   
Program Development     
Lecturer in Public Policy    
Faculty Chair, Senior Executive Fellows Program 
Harvard Kennedy School
FOUNDING BOARD MEMBERS
Donald Berwick, 2007-2010 
Rakesh Khurana, 2005 - 2014 
Nitin Nohria, 2005-2010
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> Leadership

Contact Us: 
Advanced Leadership Initiative 
14 Story Street, Suite 100 
Cambridge, MA 02138 
617.496.5479 
advancedleadership@harvard.edu


